2io                    Death of Prendergast.            [A.D. 1772.
brother officers, while they were yet in the field, jestingly asked him, where was his prophecy now. Prendergast gravely answered, ' I shall die, notwithstanding what you see.' Soon afterwards, there came a shot from a French battery, to which the orders for a cessation of arms had not yet reached, and he was killed upon the spot. Colonel Cecil, who took possession of his effects, found in his pocket-book the following solemn entry:
[Here the date.]   ' Dreamt—or-----------' Sir John Friend
meets me:' (here the very day on which he was killed, was mentioned.) Prendergast had been connected with Sir John Friend, who was executed for high treason. General Ogle-thorpe said, he was with Colonel Cecil when Pope came and enquired into the truth of this story, which made a great noise at the time, and was then confirmed by the Colonel.
On Saturday, April n, he appointed me to come to him in the evening, when he should be at leisure to give me some assistance for the defence of Hastie, the schoolmaster of Campbelltown, for whom I was to appear in the House of Lords. When I came, I found him unwilling to exert himself. I pressed him to write down his thoughts upon the
1 Here was a blank, which may be filled up thus:—'was told by an apparition ;'—the writer being probably uncertain whether he was asleep or awake, when his mind was impressed with the solemn presentiment with which the fact afterwards happened so wonderfully to correspond. BOSWELL. ' Lord Hardinge, when Secretary at War,' writes Mr. Croker, ' informed me, that it appears that Colonel Sir Thomas Prendergast, of the twenty-second foot, was killed at Mal-^ plaquet, Aug. 31, 1709; but no trace can be found of any Colonel Cecil in the army at that period. Colonel W. Cecil, who was sent to the Tower in 1744, could hardly have been, in 1709, of the age and rank which Oglethorpe's anecdote seems to imply.' Prendergast, or Pen-dergrass, in the year 1696, informed the government of the plot to assassinate William III., in which Friend was one of the leaders, Macaulay (Hist, of Eng. chap. 21), calls Prendergrass ' a Roman Catholic gentleman of known courage and honour.' Swift, attacking Pren-dergast's son, attacks Prendergast himself:—
' What! thou the spawn of him who shamed our isle, Traitor, assassin, and informer vile.'
Swift's Works, xi. 319,
subject.              brotherage to which Johnson alluded is to be found (I conjecture) in the /'/fwv//.y.w, 1. iijuj. J, BUSWKLL, JUN.
